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Why Regional Efforts?

• Solutions & contributions need to come 
from all levels

• Regional efforts:
– can complement other programs
– can help accelerate progress & realize co-

benefits

– on-the-ground knowledge of local conditions
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History of SCAQMD Actions

• 1990 Policy on Global Warming 
and Stratospheric Ozone Depletion

• 1991-1994: Impact assessments and                            
rulemakings (ODCs, etc.)

• CEQA review
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Climate Change and Air 
District Programs

• Climate change will impact almost every 
aspect of what local air districts do

• Most, but not all, GHG reduction strategies 
reduce criteria and/or toxic air pollutants 

• Need to be smart about integration with 
existing district programs
– avoid conflicts, duplication
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AB 32 Intersection with 
AQMD Programs

• Mandatory reporting 

• Early action measures
– Ex: Landfills, ports

• Voluntary early 
reductions

• Direct regulations

• Trading program

• Annual emission 
reporting

• Permitting

• Compliance

• Information 
Management
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SCAQMD 
Climate Change Activities

• Board Climate Change Committee
• SCAQMD Climate Change Policy
• CEQA Thresholds – interim threshold 

to fill void
• SoCal Climate Solutions Exchange
• GHG Reduction Program
• Local Government Assistance
• Modified Annual Emissions Reporting
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Board 
Climate Change Committee

• Established November 2007
• 4 meetings in 2008
• Review SCAQMD climate change 

programs
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Climate Change Policy 
Summary

• Reduce criteria, toxic, and GHG pollutants
– Maximize synergies
– If conflicts arise, public health prevails

• Assist business, local governments, public
– Permitting/enforcement integration to avoid 

duplication or conflicts

– Technical assistance and outreach

• Reduce AQMD’s carbon footprint
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Key Actions

1. Participate in State/federal climate 
change programs

2. Share SCAQMD command-and-control 
and market-based rule expertise

3. Support legislation
4. Prioritization of co-benefits
5. CEQA GHG
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Key Actions - cont

6.   Guidance documents
7.   Inventory assistance
8.   Reducing SCAQMD climate change         

impacts
9.  Education
10. Conferences
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South CoastSouth Coast
82%82%

Rest of CaliforniaRest of California
18%18%

South CoastSouth Coast
73%73%

Rest of CaliforniaRest of California
27%27%

Population-Weighted Exposure Above NAAQS Based on 2000-2002 AIRS Data

Basin’s Disproportionate 
Air Pollution Exposure

Annual Average PM2.5
(NAAQS = 15 ug/m3)

8 Hour Ozone
(NAAQS = 0.08 ug/m3)
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Modeled Air Toxics Risk Difference 
Between 2005 & 1998-99

Change in CAMx RTRAC Air Toxics Simulated Risk (per  million) from 1998-99 to 2005  
Using Back-Cast 1998 Emissions and 1998-99 MM5 Gene rated Meteorological Data Fields
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CEQA GHG Significance 
Threshold

• Currently no guidance on significance 
thresholds

• Void resulting in uncertainty & vulnerability
• Working group in process to develop an 

interim threshold
– Multiple stakeholders
– Tiered approach

• SCAQMD supports adoption of state 
threshold
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SoCal Climate Solutions 
Exchange

• One of Chairman’s 2 initiatives for 2008
• Clear need for high quality GHG 

reductions
• Local investment, jobs, reductions & co-

benefits
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“F.T.C. Asks if Carbon-Offset 
Money is Well Spent” (Jan. 9, 2008)
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“The Trouble With Markets for 
Carbon” (June 20, 2008)
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SoCal Climate Solutions 
Exchange

• Voluntary program
• Generate per CARB approved protocols
• SCAQMD staff verifies & tracks reductions
• Potential use for CEQA or other programs, 

as authorized
• Consistent with AB 32
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Roles of Different Exchanges

��no??Run Market

�

���Track Trades

����Register

nonono�Verify

����

Protocol 
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Climate 
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Protocols under Development 
for CARB Consideration

Lawnmowers

Leaf blowers
Boilers

Truck stop electrification
High GWP refrigerants

Others?
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GHG Reduction 
Program Fund

• Pool funds to invest in GHG reduction 
projects in District

• Priority for Environmental Justice areas
– Co-benefits needed

• Periodic program review
– Public information on web
– Annual report

– Program audits
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Local Government Assistance

• Inventory (e.g., County of San Bernardino)
• CEQA and Land Use Guidance
• Conferences
• Outreach & Brochures



22



23

CAPCOA 
Model Air Quality Element

• Effort underway
• Guidance document for local government 

assistance
– Suggested goals, objectives, policies and 

implementation measures
– Discussion of synergies and co-benefits
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GHG Reporting

• Sources required to report to CARB have 
been reporting through AER for decades

• ≈80% redundancy in data needed for 
combustion sources

• Voluntary web-based tool in place and in 
use for SCAQMD facilities

• CARB approval of SCAQMD system 
needed by early next year
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Partnerships

• SCAQMD fully engaged and committed to 
assisting with climate change efforts

• Great opportunity for synergies
• Want to continue working together to 

share local experiences to help with 
technical and policy decisions
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Wish List

• Statewide significance threshold for CEQA
• Need to integrate permitting and 

enforcement
• Support for approval of reporting tool and 

communication with CARB system


